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Chapter 7 

 

The Scroll 

 
 

End-time events begin in God’s throne room.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

od transported John to heaven to witness the end-times, and to 

record his observations in Revelation. John soon observes 

events centuries before they occur.  

The first verse that follows the 

“seven letters” provides the most significant 

transition in Revelation. After this I looked, 

and there before me was a door standing 

open in heaven. And the voice I had first 

heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, 

“Come up here, and I will show you what 

must take place after this.” (Revelation 4:1) 

This verse reorients the reader—stating 

“after this” twice. This transition marks the 

ending of the first three chapters in 

Revelation, and the start of end-time events.  

 

DISPENSATIONAL ERROR 

       Prominent prophecy 

interpreters see a rapture 

in Revelation 4:1. They see  

the entire church taken to 

heaven. Dispensationalists 

make many assumptions 

that cannot be proven, as 

outlined in Appendix 1.  
 

 

At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in 

heaven with someone sitting on it. (Revelation 4:2) John was given vision into 

future kingdoms and events. This phrase, in the Spirit, in other verses means 

something like, “I then saw a new vision.” (Revelation 1:10; 17:3; 21:10) Here 

John sees a throne in heaven –with God sitting on that throne. John 

described God in terms of the reflection and brilliance of precious stones.  
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Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated 

on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns 

of gold on their heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings 

and pearls of thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These 

are the seven spirits of God. Also before the throne there was what looked 

like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. … (Revelation 4:4-6) Some speculate the 

twenty-four elders are the twelve patriarchs of the Old Testament, plus 

twelve apostles of the New Testament. The elders dress as Jesus had 

promised the churches, with crowns (Revelation 2:10, Smyrna), and white 

clothing (Revelation 3:5, Sardis). These elders perform priestly functions, 

such as burning incense; they are a royal priesthood. (Revelation 5:8; 1 Peter 

2:9) God’s priesthood was also divided into 24 courses during the time of 

King David. (1 Chronicles 24) The seven spirits of God, appearing as seven 

lamps, empowers the church and gives light to the world. (Zechariah 4:1-6; 

John 14:15-18)    

In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they 

were covered with eyes, in front and in back. The first living creature was like 

a lion, the second was like and ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth 

was like a flying eagle. Each of the four living creatures had six wings and 

was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. (Revelation 4:6-8) 

These four angels are a composite of high-ranking angels, specifically 

cherubim and seraphim; they are an exalted order of angles. (Ezekiel 1; 

Isaiah 6) 

The twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, 

and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the 

throne and say: "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 

honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were 

created and have their being." (Revelation 4:10-11) As elders lay their crowns 

before the throne, they demonstrate that the honor of wearing crowns 

belong to God alone. 

Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll 

with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. (Revelation 5:1) This 

scroll is critical legal document; some believe it to be the deed to planet 

earth. This scroll has also been referred to as “the redemptive plan of God” 

or as “God’s last will and testament.” The scroll is in God’s right hand to 

underscore power and authority.  



THE ETERNAL CROWN 
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And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy 

to break the seals and open the scroll?” But no one in heaven or on earth or 

under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. (Revelation 5:2-3) 

When no one came forward, John wept. John understood need for God to 

finish his redemptive plan for earth. I wept and wept because no one was 

found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. (Revelation 5:4) The 

issue is not whether anyone is strong enough—but whether anyone is 

worthy enough to break the seals. (Isaiah 29:11; Daniel 12:4) The seals must 

be broken to read the document, for the document to take effect. The 

document has no value until someone opens and reads it.  

Soon the announcement comes that Jesus is worthy to execute the 

God’s plan. Then one of the elders said to me, “do not weep! See, the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the 

scroll and its seven seals.” (Revelation 5:5) The reclaiming of the earth is 

initiated through the opening of the seven seals attached to the document. 

As each seal is broken, God’s plan is advanced. (Revelation 6)  

Jesus, called the Lion of the tribe of Judah, was sitting on the throne. 

John was expecting a lion to come forward from the throne. Instead, John 

sees a Lamb looking as if it had been slain come forward to break the seals. 

Surprise—it was no Lion at all, but a Lamb who stepped forward! Then I saw 

a Lamb looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne … 

(Revelation 5:6)  

God (the Father) relinquishes possession of the scroll to Jesus. He 

came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 

(Revelation 5:7) 


